kerrett]
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IBGAN SQUARE has seen many 'Jj_j

faces over the past several decades, The area’s
population has included immigrants from Germany, . _
Scandinavia, Ireland, Italy, Poland, Russia, and the b B8
most recent population of the area consists of mainly
Latino residents. The neighborhood has also. long
been a magnet for activism and community involve-

“ ment. Jose Skerrett is a leader in the movement to
bring resources to the neighborhood and encourage
community members to take charge of where they
live, He works closely with Funston Elementary =
school, where Skerrett's father, then he, and now his
children attend. He is a coordinator for the commu-
nity block club, and works with the Logan Square
Neighborhood Association. One of the first Latino
families to move into the neighborhood, Skerrett has
made Logan Square his home for his entire life; he
has grown up there, and has seen it change and
evolve., Currently, he is working to ensure that the
future of the neighborhood is in the hands of its resi-
dents. As he raises his own children in the same
neighborhood, he reflects on the challenges and
strengths.

“Being one of the oldest families in the
neighborhood, we've earned a lot of respect from a
ot of different people a lot of different backgrounds,”
says Skerret. “This community has become very
diverse over the last 25 years. You'l see the good,
you'll see the bad, but I think this is a good
neighborhood. This is why I'm still here and I plan
to stay here as long as I am able to stay on this
planet.” (SR) ‘

- - - - - - [Photo: StephanieRatanaS] :
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vLM: Do you feel that other families
around you or that you've been in contact
with for a long time have the same ex-
periences in Logan Squire?

Js: There's a few that I've known for about 10
years and they want to sell their property, they
want to get out, they no longer feel safe here.
1 say, ‘why are you leaving? You've been here
for so long. You've never been hurt or harmed
pbefore, why now do you want to change?’
They say have fear of the gangs, you know
most of them have grandchildren and I can
understand that. The grandchildren are com-=
ing up in age and that's the recruiting time for
the gang bangers. They start recruiting chil-
dren roughly around the age of 11 or 12, both
male and female. And I guess those are some
of the fears of some of the people here. I say

gang bangers who really don't care. If I'm
doing something and my children are in the
front yard my wife is out there watching them,
or if my wife is busy...then I'm out there with
my children. They are never left alone, we
always know where they're at, and make sure
the house that they are in is a good house and
a safe house.

VLM: The current generation of youth has
often been dubbed the “Me” generation,
or self absorbed, how do you instill in
them a consciousness and concern for
their community?

JS: You go to people who are just strictly “me"
per say, and say: ‘Hey, you're not the only one
in the community, there’s other people around
you, open yourself up, let yourself be known,

it depends on how you brought up your chil-
dren, and how they brought up their children.
If they see that their parents weren't involved
in gangs, then it's up to the parents to make
sure their kids stay out of gangs. My daughter
is 12, and she has not been approached by any
of the gang members yet, and if she ever does
and I find out about it, they have to come and
see me first—and I don't think any of them
want any part of me.

VLM: That is obviously a delicate issue, in
what kids of ways do you think that can
be combated?

1S: Well, give your children something to do—
don't give them idle time, don't let them hang
out in streets or on corners. If they play they
play out in front of their home where you can
watch and supervise them. Never leave your
children unsupervised anywhere.  Whether
they're at the school playground, or they're in
the backyard or in your neighbor’s yard, always
make sure there is an adult out there with
them watching them. And this is where I think
you combat the recruiting, the drive-bys where
children are innocent and get shot by these

Vacant Lot — Issuel

let yourself be respected and help out.’ If you
see a neighbor struggling, with cutting the
lawn, maybe an older person who can't really
push the machine that well, *Hey neighbor, can
I help you? Give you a hand?’ Let them know
that just because you're young, it doesn’t mean
that you don't care. Show them that you care,
by stepping in and giving them a hand, and
don't expect nothing in return. And that's the
key, don't expect nothing in return, because
when you start waiting for something in return,
you're just showing that you are a selfish per-
son. I help people and I don't expect nothing
in return. Nor do I want nothing in return.
What I want is, what I did for them, for them
to do it for someone else and start the ball
rolling, and get them going and get everyone
involved in the community. This way everyone
is going to be helping each other out. [This]
was taught to me by my father. I'm very
proud. I miss him, he is no longer with us, but
his teaching, his philosophy of upbringing us,
working two jobs and still finding time to spend
with his children, was phenomenal...and this is

what I'm instilling in my children. [VLM]

1OCAN SQUARE
RESOURCES

Logan Square Neighborhood
Association

2840 N Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60618

Phone: (773) 384-4370
http://www.Isna.net/

Alliance of Local Service
Organizations (ALSO)
3403 West Armitage Avenue
Chicago, llinois 60647
Phone: (773) 235-5705
http://www.also-chicago.org

Logan Square Boys & Girls Club
3228 W Palmer Street

Chicago, IL 60647

Phone: (773) 342-8800
http://www.bgcc.org/

McCormick Tribune YMCA
1834 N Lawndale

Chicago, IL 60647

Phone: (773) 235-2525
http://www.mctriby.org/

Friends of the Bloomingdale Trail
¢/o Center for Neighborhood Technology
2125 W North Avenue

Chicago, IL 60647

Phone:(773) 295-2362
http://www.bloomingdaletrail.org/

Bickerdike Redevelopment
Corporation

2550 W. North Avenue
Chicago, IL 60647

Phone: (773) 278-5669
http://www.bickerdike.org/

Logan Square Cooperative
3934 West George Street
Chicago, IL 60618
http://chicagocoop.net/blog/
http://www.chicagocoop.net/wiki/
Logan_Square_Cooperative

Most delicious tacos and giant
chimichangas ever, 24 hours a day:
Puebla Restaurant

2658 N Milwaukee Ave

Chicago, IL 60647

Phone: (773) 227-5499

[For a more comprehensive listing of
resources and websites, please visit the
LSNA website:
http://www.Isna.netjdirectory.aspx]




